
ISBN: 978 1 923626 00 3© Culture is Life Limited

Aboriginal Peoples’ Experiences of Colonisation 
Sample Teaching Resources

i

The  
Australian Wars
Classroom Ready 
Episode Guides



© Culture is Life Limited

The Australian Wars - Classroom Ready Episode Guides

ISBN: 978 1 923626 01 0

© Culture is Life Limited

First Published 2025
Published by Culture is Life Limited

Wurundjeri Country
C/O ABL
333 Collins Street
MELBOURNE VIC 3000

email: info@cultureislife.org

website: www.cultureislife.org

Design: Little Rocket

This resource makes use of some source material. Every care has been taken to acknowledge original 
sources and seek permission for republication where required. Culture is Life apologises for any oversight 
and will make redress where required.

Front page image incorporates original The Australian Wars series graphics supplied by Blackfella Films and SBS.

The Australian Wars 
Classroom Ready Episode Guides

iiISBN: 978 1 923626 01 0

http://www.cultureislife.org


© Culture is Life Limited

The Australian Wars 
Classroom Ready Episode Guides

1

Contents

Orientation to this Resource

These Episode Guides are designed to help teachers prepare to teach The Australian 
Wars in secondary schools. They complement the ‘Aboriginal Peoples’ Experiences 
of Colonisation Sample Teaching Resources’, and all The Australian Wars Education 
Resources, first by helping teachers work through the episodes to develop their own 
knowledge and appreciation for the contents of the films. They then provide student 
versions that can be used in classrooms where appropriate. These have been designed 
to support teachers, and should be used with professional judgment and within school or 
system policies to guide the use of these films in their classroom. Please note the content 
advisory for the films. 

Where to Watch
Watch at school on Clickview.

Watch at home on SBS On Demand.

For all other viewing information, see theaustralianwars.com. 

Episode 1		  3

Episode 2		  9

Episode 3		  14

Episode 1		  20

Episode 2		  25

Episode 3		  29

Teacher’s Copy

Student  
Print Outs

ISBN: 978 1 923626 01 0

https://cultureislife.org/education/resources/the-australian-wars/
https://cultureislife.org/education/resources/the-australian-wars/
https://www.clickview.net/au/primary/series/52199998
https://www.sbs.com.au/ondemand/tv-series/the-australian-wars
https://www.theaustralianwars.com/


© Culture is Life Limited

Foreword
 
 
 

A personal note:

Thank you. For opening this document and for being open to the content of these 
pages. We have created these resources especially for you. 

We hope we have provided the scaffolding, ideas and resources to assist you as you 
begin to explore this epic and fascinating subject with your students. It is our uniquely 
Australian chapter of a global history of colonisation. It is the history that modern 
Australia was founded on. It is our story, and importantly, it is a shared history. I don’t 
care who you are, or where you come from; as an Australian teacher, this is your 
history to teach. 

At the time of writing, my son is attending high school in NSW. Unfortunately, he has 
not learned anything of The Australian Wars, which sit at the heart of colonisation. I 
didn’t learn anything in my formal education either, nor did my parents. But my father 
told me oral histories. He told me how his grandmother survived a massacre, amongst 
other things. He passed onto me these tiny pieces of a much bigger history. This 
history has either been ignored, suppressed or given little value. 

Perhaps like me, you weren’t taught much about it either. That is why we made a TV 
series, a book and now these teaching resources, for you.

Rachel Perkins 
(Director, Presenter, Author - The Australian Wars)
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This documentary is classified Mature (M) under the Australian classification 
scheme and contains some violent and confronting themes, depictions and 
events. Before showing an episode—or selected excerpts—to students, 
teachers should review their school’s policies and ensure that any necessary 
approvals or permissions have been obtained.
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The Australian Wars:  
Episode 1

Introduction

Episode 1 of The Australian Wars provides a general introduction to the conflicts  
around the new British colony in Sydney during the period 1788 to 1821.

Some Key Terms

Empire

Colony

Cumberland Plain

Dispossession

Governor

Guerilla War

Massacre

Memorial

Pastoralists

Punitive expedition

Resistance

Terror

Timeline

20 January 1788: British First 
Fleet arrives at Botany Bay.

26 January 1788: British First 
Fleet moves to Sydney Cove.

November 1788: Governor 
Phillip establishes a new 
settlement at Parramatta.

29 November 1789: 
Bennelong kidnapped.

7 September 1790: Governor 
Phillip speared by Willemering 
at Manly.

December 1792: Governor 
Phillip leaves the British 
colony of NSW.

1795-1810: The colony of 
NSW is ruled by governors 
Hunter, King and Bligh.

March 1797: Battle of 
Parramatta in which 
Pemulwuy was injured and 
captured (but later escaped).

2 June 1802: Pemulwuy 
killed.

1810-1821: Governor 
Macquarie leads the colony  
of NSW.

17 April 1816: Appin 
massacre (at least 14 
Aboriginal people killed, 
including women and 
children).
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Questions

The following questions are designed to help you take notes as you watch Episode 1 of 
The Australian Wars and develop your knowledge of the early conflicts around modern-
day Sydney in New South Wales.

1.	 What observations about war memorials in Australia does Rachel Perkins make 
in the introduction to this episode?

•	 Australia generally lacks memorials to domestic wars.

•	 There is an imbalance of memory in Australia regarding conflict and war.

2.	 Describe the interaction of Aboriginal people in Sydney early British colonisers.

•	 There was a sense of general strangeness and caution.

3.	 How did some empires use treaties in the process of colonisation around this 
time? What was different about the colonisation of Australia and why was this 
important?

•	 Treaties were often used to arrange the confiscation of land.

•	 No treaty was issued in Australia.

•	 No legal right to land was offered to indigenous Australians by the British and this 
contributed to growing tensions.

4.	 What instructions did the first British Governer, Arthur Phillip, have regarding 
Aboriginal people and how did he attempt to follow these directions?

•	 Establish a ‘relationship’ with indigenous Australians.

•	 Phillip kidnapped individuals to try to begin a new relationship with local 
populations.

•	 Bennelong was a key individual who became an important individual in the story  
of the new colony.
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5.	 What happened at Collins Beach when Arthur Phillip tried to reestablish his 
connection with Bennelong and why was this important?

•	 Phillip was confronted by indigenous warriors.

•	 There was an exchange of goods.

•	 Phillip was then speared by Aboriginal warriors and injured (not killed).

•	 This spearing ushered in a new period of closer relationships – indigenous 
Australians began coming into the settlement, including the return of Bennelong 
and his wife Barrangaroo.

6.	 What was the situation like outside Sydney Cove around this time?

•	 Still dangerous beyond the confines of the new colony.

•	 There were various Aboriginal groups with no formal ties to Bennelong.

•	 Some convicts who moved outside the colony were killed by Aboriginal warriors as 
a warning.

7.	 What happened as Governor Phillip created a new settlement at Parramatta?

•	 Phillip established a new fort at Parramatta.

•	 The new settlement was created with boundaries for defence.

•	 The aim was to create new farms to help secure a food source for the colony.

•	 Small farms were granted to expand the colony.

8.	 Who was Pemulwuy and what problems did he cause for the new colony?

•	 He was a Sydney-based resistance warrior and widely-known among local 
Aboriginal groups.

•	 He is the first recorded resistance warrior who led warriors in raids across the 
Sydney region.

•	 Peter Stanley suggests these warriors were ‘fighting a guerilla war’.

•	 Warriors conducted raids for food, clothing, tools, etc.

•	 They began to use fire to burn new buildings and crops.

Questions
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9.	 Describe the battle of Parramatta in March 1797. 

•	 This was a major confrontation between Pemulwuy and his warriors and the British 
colonisers.

•	 Approximately 100 warriors from different groups in the region came to Parramatta.

•	 Pemulwuy was shot and taken to hospital, but recovered and escaped.

10.	Describe the tension between Pemulwuy and John Macintyre and how did 
conflict between them develop?

•	 Both had different views of law and custom.

•	 Pemulwuy wanted revenge on John Macintyre.

•	 Governer Phillip responded with force to demonstrate Britain’s power.

•	 Watkin Tench was ordered to retaliate in a punitive expedition (50 men and 40 
muskets) and to kill 10 Aboriginal people and capture two.

•	 Aboriginal peoples’ tactics were often superior and caused many problems for the 
British military.

•	 Governor Phillip banished Aboriginal people from the settlement until they gave up 
Pemulwuy.

•	 Pemulwuy was betrayed by a British coloniser and killed.

•	 Pemulwuy is remembered as a legend and hero by many Aboriginal people today.

•	 Pemulwuy’s death deprived Aboriginal people of a strong leader and damaged the 
resistance.

11.	Describe the relations between British colonisers and Aboriginal people in the 
Hawkesbury region (Dyurubbin).

•	 Phillip left the colony at the end of 1792.

•	 There was a ‘breakout’ from Sydney and settlers moved into the Hawkesbury 
region without government approval.

•	 Colonisers began kidnapping Aboriginal children from the region to work on their 
new farms and Aboriginal women were also abducted by colonisers.

•	 Nick Clements: a dominant trigger for conflict was abduction and sexual violence.

•	 Aboriginal warriors retaliated with violence – often brutally.

Questions
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12.	Describe the relations between British colonisers and Aboriginal people in 
the region of the Cumberland Plain during the time of Governor Macquarie 
(1810-1821).

•	 Pastoralists wanted to exploit the rich soil west of Sydney.

•	 Governor Macquarie organised violent military expeditions.

•	 Use of new tactics by the British – the dawn raid.

•	 In the Appin Massacre, 14 Aboriginal people were officially counted as dead 
but not all the bodies of those killed were retrieved.

Questions
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Source A: Historian Grace Karskens describes the lead up to the Appin Massacre 
in April 1816.

‘Although good relations and mutual assistance were common between 
settlers and Aboriginal people, violence also almost always flared as a 
result of dispossession, the loss of food sources, the taking of Aboriginal 
women and children, assaults and shootings. The Appin massacre can be 
locally traced back to 1814. By March that year, Aboriginal warriors were 
spearing cattle and raiding farms along the Nepean [river] ... In early May 
three veteran [British] soldiers shot and killed a Gandangara [Aboriginal] 
boy who was with a group taking maize [corn] from a farm on Mallaty Creek 
at Appin. One soldier was speared in return, died and was mutilated. A 
chain of revenge attacks and atrocities followed: settlers attacked a camp 
of sleeping people, killing and mutilating an Aboriginal woman, the wife of 
Bitugully, and three children, one of whom was a child of Yelloming – both 
Gandangara warriors. A stock keeper and his wife, and the children of 
another settler were killed at Bringelly in revenge’.

Grace Karskens, ‘Appin Massacre’, Dictionary of Sydney, 2015 (updated 2022): 
https://dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/appin_massacre 

Further activities 

a.	 Describe the main features of early conflict between British colonisers and 
Aboriginal people around Sydney following 1788.

b.	 What were the main causes of conflict between the British colonisers and 
Aboriginal people around Sydney following 1788? In your response, use 
evidence from Source A.

© Culture is Life Limited 8ISBN: 978 1 923626 01 0
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This documentary is classified Mature (M) under the Australian classification scheme and contains some violent and 
confronting themes, depictions and events. Before showing an episode—or selected excerpts—to students, teachers 
should review their school’s policies and ensure that any necessary approvals or permissions have been obtained.
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The Australian Wars:  
Episode 2

Introduction
Episode 2 of The Australian Wars provides a general introduction to  
the conflicts in Tasmania focusing on the period between 1820 and 1840.

Some Key Terms

Black Line, The
Commemoration
Genocide

Governor
Levee en masse 
(General Movement)

Martial Law
Massacre
Self-government

Van Diemen’s Land

Timeline

1788: The original British 
claim on the Australian 
mainland included present-
day Tasmania as part of the 
colony of New South Wales.

1803: First European settlers 
arrive in Van Diemen’s Land.

1804: Risdon Cove massacre 
in Van Diemen’s Land.

1824-32: The ‘Black War’ 
in Van Diemen’s Land takes 
place.

1825: Van Diemen’s Land is 
made a separate colony (the 
second in Australia). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1828: Massacre at the Gough 
homestead in Van Diemen’s 
Land and the massacre of 
30 Aboriginal people at Cape 
Grim (February) in northwest 
Tasmania after Aboriginal 
people destroyed sheep to 
resist further settlement.

September 1828: Governor 
Arthur declares martial law in 
settled areas of Van Diemen’s 
Land.

1829: The British crown 
annexed Western Australia 
after establishing the Swan 
River Colony in 1826.

September 1830: Governor 
Arthur extends Martial Law 
to all of Tasmania and calls a 
levee en mass (the ‘General 
Movement’) also known 
as the ‘Black Line’ to force 
Aboriginal people off their 
land in Van Diemen’s Land.

1830: George Augustus 
Robinson is appointed 
negotiator with the Aboriginal 
people in Van Diemen’s Land 
and carries out numerous 
discussions for an end to 
conflict in 1830-31 known as 
the ‘friendly mission’.

1832: Aboriginal leaders 
agree to end the war in Van 
Diemen’s Land by walking 
into Port Arthur in January.

1835: By this year, about 200 
Aboriginal people had been 
moved from Van Diemen’s 
Land to the Wybalenna 
settlement on Flinders Island.

1856: Van Diemen’s Land 
is granted self-government 
and its name is changed to 
Tasmania.
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Questions

The following questions are designed to help you take notes as you watch Episode 2 of 
The Australian Wars and develop your knowledge of the early conflicts on Van Diemen’s 
Land (Tasmania).

1.	 How did British migration to the Australian colonies change in the 1820s,  
and what effects did this have?

•	 British subjects were encouraged to migrate to the Australian colonies with free 
travel, free convict labour and free land.

•	 The settler population doubled, mainly in NSW and Van Diemen’s Land

•	 Increasing farmland, grazing, etc.

•	 By the 1830s, 25,000 colonists and 500,000 sheep had arrived in Tasmania.

2.	 How was the conflict between colonists and Aboriginal people beginning to 
evolve from the 1820s?

•	 Increasing tensions between colonists and Aboriginal people with the arrival of 
more immigrants.

•	 There was killing on both sides and very public violence (e.g. bodies hung up in 
public).

•	 Most colonist victims were convicts (about 89%), and most of the killing of 
Aboriginal people was committed by convicts.

•	 Massacre of colonists in 1828 at the Gough homestead.

•	 Nearly 300 colonists were killed during frontier violence in Tasmania (of a 
population of about 25,000 people living on the island at the time).

3.	 What points are made about the commemoration of conflict in Tasmania?

•	 There is a general lack of monuments in Australia.

•	 If the history is forgotten, the history of white people and Aboriginal people is 
forgotten – it is not just the forgetting of Aboriginal history.

•	 More Tasmanians died in the frontier wars in Tasmania than in Australia’s conflicts 
after the Second World War.

•	 For many Aboriginal people, warriors from the time are considered heroes but there 
are no monuments.
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4.	 How was the massacre at the Gough’s homestead in 1828 reported and why was 
this important? 

•	 It was reported in the media based on colonial records unlike the massacres of 
Aboriginal people which causes public outrage.

•	 Governor of Tasmania, George Arthur – humanitarian and military officer.

•	 News appears to have been selectively released to encourage a ‘pro-war mentality’ 
and fuel demands for action against Aboriginal people.

•	 This allows Governor Arthur to declare Martial Law in 1828.

5.	 Describe the policies of Governor George Arthur.

•	 Declared Martial Law in 1828 in the ‘settled districts’ which effectively made it 
illegal for Aboriginal people to move freely in these areas.

•	 Careful to make sure that his language is not aggressive.

•	 Pushed Aboriginal people out of the areas with the most abundant resources.

6.	 How did colonialists expand their control over Van Diemen’s Land and disrupt 
Aboriginal peoples’ lives?

•	 Colonists set up fortified towns.

•	 Arrested and imprisoned Aboriginal people who ‘illegally’ travelled onto the settled 
territories.

•	 Established ‘roving parties’ of soldiers and convicts who searched for Aboriginal 
people – roving parties killed Aboriginal people sometimes while they were in 
custody.

•	 Began to look for land to establish new settlements as they pursued Aboriginal 
people.

•	 Governor Arthur was aware of the killings of Aboriginal people and tried to change 
policies by encouraging capture over killing by offering a bounty for captured 
Aboriginal people who were brought to prison.

•	 Roving parties failed to end the conflict as Aboriginal people such as 
Tongerlongeter adapted. 

Questions
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7.	 Describe the conflict between settlers and Aboriginal people in northwest 
Tasmania.

•	 In 1826 the government granted the Van Diemen’s Land Company 250,000 acres in 
the northwest to produce wool (Edward Curr was the manager).

•	 Curr took an aggressive attitude to the local Aboriginal population.

•	 Revenge attacks began for Aboriginal resistance such as stealing or destroying 
sheep.

•	 Governor Arthur extended Martial Law to all of Van Diemen’s Land in 1830.

•	 Three colonists were killed on company territory during these wars.

•	 The Aboriginal population on the Van Diemen’s Land Company territory declined 
from about 600 to just eight.

•	 Some people claim that the deaths amounted to genocide.

8.	 Outline Governor George Arthur’s ‘General Movement’ strategy and its effects.

•	 In 1830 Governor Arthur introduced the levee en masse (‘general movement’). 
requiring all citizens to join a common military operation.

•	 Over half of the colony’s entire annual budget was spent on the campaign, 
demonstrating the major threat Aboriginal people posed to the colony.

•	 Officially, only two Aboriginal people were captured during the campaign.

•	 Some people see the effort as an expensive waste of time but others believe that 
the true story has not been told – it is possible that more Aboriginal people were 
killed in the process.

•	 The campaign is likely to have sent a strong message to the Aboriginal people of 
Van Diemen’s Land about the power of the British.

•	 Forced Aboriginal people to change their tactics.

9.	 What were the main outcomes of the negotiations between the government and 
the Aboriginal people?

•	 George Robinson was appointed as the representative of Governor Arthur to 
negotiate with the Aboriginal people of Van Diemen’s Land.

•	 Many Aboriginal people agreed to end the war. 

•	 Most of the Aboriginal people were progressively moved to Wybalenna settlement 
on Flinders Island in 1832.

Questions
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Source A: An extract from Nick Clements’ chapter ‘Tasmania: This Horrible Havoc 
in Human Life’ in Rachel Perkins, et. al. (eds) The Australian Wars (2025).

‘The mystery of the Tasmanian War is not that the Palawa [Tasmanian 
Aboriginal] lost … Rather, it is that from 1828 to 1830, a couple of hundred 
veteran warriors armed with spears and clubs took 20,000 gun-wielding 
colonists and forced them to pay a terrifying price for what they thought was 
free land.

Leadership was central to the effectiveness of Palawa resistance. Tasmania’s 
best known resistance leaders were Tongerlongeter and Montpelliatta, 
whose Oyster Bay and Big River nations conducted around 80 per cent of 
the attacks on colonists. [Their tactics included] … reconnaissance, decoys, 
sabotage, hit-and-run raids, sieges, simultaneous attacks on multiple targets, 
and various forms of economic warfare, such as the burning of homes and 
crops and the spearing of thousands of sheep and cattle. They and the 
warriors who fought alongside them … had trained for combat from an early 
age. They also had intimate knowledge of the Country and how to use it to 
their advantage. Colonists typically built their huts in valley clearings, which 
allowed Palawa warbands to use the forested escarpments to surround 
these isolated dwellings undetected, launch their assaults, and then swiftly 
disappear back into the hills.’

Nick Clements, ‘Tasmania: This Horrible Havoc in Human Life’ in Perkins, R, 
et. al. (eds) The Australian Wars, Crows Nest: Allen&Unwin, 2025, pp. 74-75

Further activities 

a.	 Describe the conflict between the British colonisers and Aboriginal people in Van 
Diemen’s Land in the early 19th century. In your response, use Source A.
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This documentary is classified Mature (M) under the Australian classification 
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The Australian Wars:  
Episode 3

Introduction

Episode 3 of The Australian Wars provides a general introduction  
to the conflicts in Queensland up to 1901.

Some Key Terms

Humanitarianism

‘Letters patent’

‘Limits of Location’

Native police

Pastoralists

Reprisal

Self-government

Slave trade

Sqautters

Timeline

1807: Britain abolishes the 
slave trade.

1824: A new colony is 
established at Moreton Bay 
(Brisbane).

1836: The Letters Patent 
presented to the British King 
in February to request the 
establishment of a new colony 
of South Australia.

1835-39: Baron Glenelg’s time 
as the British Secretary of 
State for the Colonies.

1847: ‘Limits of location’ 
formally abolished to open 
up further settlement in the 
colonies.

1848-49: Native police unit 
established in NSW and  
then QLD.

1859: Queensland becomes  
a self-governing colony.

1861: A Select Committee of 
the QLD Legislative Assembly 
investigates the native police.

1861: Massacre of settlers  
at Cullin-la-Ringo in QLD and 
major reprisals.

1885: Gold is discovered 
in the Kimberley region 
of Western Australia 
encouraging a new wave  
of migration and settlement.

1900: Native Mounted Police 
disbanded.
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Questions

The following questions are designed to help you take notes as you watch Episode 3 
of The Australian Wars and develop your knowledge of conflicts in Queensland and 
Western Australia up to 1900.

1.	 How was humanitarianism beginning to influence England and its empire in the 
19th century?

•	 Many British leaders by the 1830s were outspoken humanitarians.

•	 England abolished the slave trade in 1807.

2.	 Who was Baron Glenelg and what were the ‘Letters Patent’?

•	 British Secretary of State for the Colonies.

•	 Managed 30 colonies including three already in Australia.

•	 The ‘Letters Patent’ (February 1836):

	» Recognised connections to land of Aboriginal people in Australia.

	» Suggested ‘bargains and treaties’ for further expansion.

	» No treaty is developed as a result of the letters.

3.	 How did settlement expand in the Australian colonies in the 19th century?

•	 In NSW squatters moved beyond the ‘legal limits of location’ set by the 
government.

•	 Settlers were also beginning to illegally enter southern NSW (today’s Victoria) from 
Tasmania.

•	 Glenelg opened all land for settlement for an annual fee.

•	 ‘Limits of location’ were formally abolished in 1847 which opens up further 
settlement.

4.	 How did the introduction of horses change the dynamics of settlement in 
Australia?

•	 They gave settlers greater mobility.

•	 Horses also gave settlers additional strength on open plains, but not in some areas 
where the ground was too rocky or uneven.
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5.	 What were the native police forces and how did they change the nature of 
conflict in the Australian colonies?

•	 Police forces recruited from Aboriginal peoples.

•	 Usually give horses and trained to use modern rifles.

•	 Aboriginal people were often brought in from different regions to serve in the native 
police so that they did not know local people. 

6.	 How was settlement in Queensland evolving in the mid-1800s?

•	 Squatters and pastoralists were moving into what is today Queensland.

•	 After establishing a new colony at Moreton Bay in 1824, Queensland was granted 
self-government in 1859.

•	 Squatters were outnumbered facing as many as 300,000 Aboriginal people.

•	 To raise funds, the new self-governing Queensland colony sold land but this was 
dependent on enticing settlers into the region when it was known to be opposed by 
Aboriginal people.

•	 The native police were used in helping to clear land from Aboriginal resistance and 
were generally used more like soldiers than police.

7.	 What did the Queensland inquiries into the native police reveal?

•	 There was criticism that the Native Police were inefficient.

•	 There was some public criticism of the morality of the role of the native police.

•	 Evidence of malpractice presented to the 1861 inquiry was dismissed and the role 
of the native police was endorsed by the QLD government.

•	 Many of the commissioners responsible for the inquiry were squatters.

8.	 Outline the story around Horatio Wills and the massacre at Cullin-la-Ringo in 
1861 and the reprisals that followed.

•	 Members of Wills’ family were massacred by Aboriginal men.

•	 Native police units were called to the station and committed multiple massacres of 
Aboriginal people in reprisal.

•	 An example of ‘disproportionate retaliation’.

Questions
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9.	 What has the research of Dr. Heather Burke and other scholars revealed about 
the native police and the occupation of QLD?

•	 There were at least 150 native police camps.

•	 Some did not remain in operation for long (e.g. six months).

•	 Some had large patrol areas and some had smaller areas to police.

•	 Some native policemen were criminals.

•	 Some native police officers tried to abscond.

•	 Estimates suggest that possibly up to 72,000 were killed at the hands of the native 
police.

10.	What has the research of Professor Lyndall Ryan revealed about massacres in 
Australia?

•	 The size of massacres tended to increase over time towards 1900.

•	 Most Aboriginal people were killed in ones and twos, but these are not generally 
considered to be ‘massacres’.

•	 The introduction of repeater rifles contributed to the increasing size of massacres.

11.	Why is it difficult to know the details of some massacres and conflicts in 
Australia?

•	 There are often few written records.

•	 Oral histories are often discounted.

•	 Some evidence was attempted to be destroyed by burning and other methods.

Questions
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12.	What were some key features of the colonisation of Western Australia?

•	 One of the last areas to be colonised.

•	 There was no native police force.

•	 Aboriginal people were still used as assistants.

•	 Aboriginal people were often arrested, chained and marched to towns.

•	 Many Aboriginal people were put on trial, but there were often problems with 
evidence and the processes of law.

•	 Some Aboriginal people who were considered ‘repeat offenders’ were sent to other 
regions.

•	 Many Aboriginal people were locked up on Rottnest Island.

13.	What are some of the different views about the label ‘warfare’ to the conflicts in 
Australia?

•	 Some people believe that the conflicts were too small and scattered to be called 
war or warfare.

•	 Henry Reynolds argues that it was warfare and that it was Australia’s most 
important war:

	» It was war in Australia

	» It was a war for Australia

	» It was a war about Australia

•	 Rachel Perkins argues that the wars deserve greater representation.

Questions
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Source A: Joshua Creamer outlines the importance of land and Country in the 
conflicts in Queensland during the 19th century.

‘It was central to Aboriginal law and custom that land could not be acquired 
by warfare. There were simply no fights over land [between Aboriginal 
groups]. And when you start to understand that many First Nations groups 
believe that the spirits of their Ancestors rest on their traditional Country, it 
gives some explanation to the practice.

… for the British, land meant status. Land was simply a commodity that 
could be worked, bought and sold as a means to attain wealth … the vast 
open spaces of arable land in Queensland meant untold riches and only the 
‘dispersal of the blacks’ stood in the way.’

Joshua Creamer, ‘Queensland’ in Perkins, R et. al. (eds) The Australian Wars, 
Crows Nest: Allen&Unwin, 2025, pp. 240-241

Further activities 

a.	 In what ways were the frontier conflicts in Queensland similar and different to those 
in early Sydney?

b.	 Referring to Source A, explain the role of land and Country in the conflicts across 
Australia during the 19th century.
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This documentary is classified Mature (M) under the Australian classification 
scheme and contains some violent and confronting themes, depictions and 
events. Before showing an episode—or selected excerpts—to students, 
teachers should review their school’s policies and ensure that any necessary 
approvals or permissions have been obtained.

Student Resource 
Episode 1

The Australian Wars 
Classroom Ready Episode Guides

The Australian Wars:  
Episode 1

Introduction

Episode 1 of The Australian Wars provides a general introduction to the conflicts  
around the new British colony in Sydney during the period 1788 to 1821.

Some Key Terms

Empire

Colony

Cumberland Plain

Dispossession

Governor

Guerilla War

Massacre

Memorial

Pastoralists

Punitive expedition

Resistance

Terror

Timeline

20 January 1788: British First 
Fleet arrives at Botany Bay.

26 January 1788: British First 
Fleet moves to Sydney Cove.

November 1788: Governor 
Phillip establishes a new 
settlement at Parramatta.

29 November 1789: 
Bennelong kidnapped.

7 September 1790: Governor 
Phillip speared by Willemering 
at Manly.

December 1792: Governor 
Phillip leaves the British 
colony of NSW.

1795-1810: The colony of 
NSW is ruled by governors 
Hunter, King and Bligh.

March 1797: Battle of 
Parramatta in which 
Pemulwuy was injured and 
captured (but later escaped).

2 June 1802: Pemulwuy 
killed.

1810-1821: Governor 
Macquarie leads the colony  
of NSW.

17 April 1816: Appin 
massacre (at least 14 
Aboriginal people killed, 
including women and 
children).
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Questions

The following questions are designed to help you take notes as you watch Episode 1 of 
The Australian Wars and develop your knowledge of the early conflicts around modern-
day Sydney in New South Wales.

1.	 What observations about war memorials in Australia does Rachel Perkins make 
in the introduction to this episode?

2.	 Describe the interaction of Aboriginal people in Sydney early British colonisers.

3.	 How did some empires use treaties in the process of colonisation around this 
time? What was different about the colonisation of Australia and why was this 
important?

4.	 What instructions did the first British Governer, Arthur Phillip, have regarding 
Aboriginal people and how did he attempt to follow these directions?

© Culture is Life Limited 21ISBN: 978 1 923626 01 0



Student Resource 
Episode 1

The Australian Wars 
Classroom Ready Episode Guides

5.	 What happened at Collins Beach when Arthur Phillip tried to reestablish his 
connection with Bennelong and why was this important?

6.	 What was the situation like outside Sydney Cove around this time?

7.	 What happened as Governor Phillip created a new settlement at Parramatta?

8.	 Who was Pemulwuy and what problems did he cause for the new colony?

9.	 Describe the battle of Parramatta in March 1797. 

Questions
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10.	Describe the tension between Pemulwuy and John Macintyre and how did 
conflict between them develop?

11.	Describe the relations between British colonisers and Aboriginal people  
in the Hawkesbury region (Dyurubbin).

12.	Describe the relations between British colonisers and Aboriginal people  
in the region of the Cumberland Plain during the time of Governor Macquarie 
(1810-1821).

Questions
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Source A: Historian Grace Karskens describes the lead up to the Appin Massacre 
in April 1816.

‘Although good relations and mutual assistance were common between 
settlers and Aboriginal people, violence also almost always flared as a 
result of dispossession, the loss of food sources, the taking of Aboriginal 
women and children, assaults and shootings. The Appin massacre can be 
locally traced back to 1814. By March that year, Aboriginal warriors were 
spearing cattle and raiding farms along the Nepean [river] ... In early May 
three veteran [British] soldiers shot and killed a Gandangara [Aboriginal] 
boy who was with a group taking maize [corn] from a farm on Mallaty Creek 
at Appin. One soldier was speared in return, died and was mutilated. A 
chain of revenge attacks and atrocities followed: settlers attacked a camp 
of sleeping people, killing and mutilating an Aboriginal woman, the wife of 
Bitugully, and three children, one of whom was a child of Yelloming – both 
Gandangara warriors. A stock keeper and his wife, and the children of 
another settler were killed at Bringelly in revenge’.

Grace Karskens, ‘Appin Massacre’, Dictionary of Sydney, 2015 (updated 2022): 
https://dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/appin_massacre 

Further activities 

a.	 Describe the main features of early conflict between British colonisers and 
Aboriginal people around Sydney following 1788.

b.	 What were the main causes of conflict between the British colonisers and 
Aboriginal people around Sydney following 1788? In your response, use 
evidence from Source A.
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This documentary is classified Mature (M) under the Australian classification scheme and contains some violent and 
confronting themes, depictions and events. Before showing an episode—or selected excerpts—to students, teachers 
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Introduction
Episode 2 of The Australian Wars provides a general introduction to  
the conflicts in Tasmania focusing on the period between 1820 and 1840.

Some Key Terms

Black Line, The
Commemoration
Genocide

Governor
Levee en masse 
(General Movement)

Martial Law
Massacre
Self-government

Van Diemen’s Land

Timeline

1788: The original British 
claim on the Australian 
mainland included present-
day Tasmania as part of the 
colony of New South Wales.

1803: First European settlers 
arrive in Van Diemen’s Land.

1804: Risdon Cove massacre 
in Van Diemen’s Land.

1824-32: The ‘Black War’ 
in Van Diemen’s Land takes 
place.

1825: Van Diemen’s Land is 
made a separate colony (the 
second in Australia). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1828: Massacre at the Gough 
homestead in Van Diemen’s 
Land and the massacre of 
30 Aboriginal people at Cape 
Grim (February) in northwest 
Tasmania after Aboriginal 
people destroyed sheep to 
resist further settlement.

September 1828: Governor 
Arthur declares martial law in 
settled areas of Van Diemen’s 
Land.

1829: The British crown 
annexed Western Australia 
after establishing the Swan 
River Colony in 1826.

September 1830: Governor 
Arthur extends Martial Law 
to all of Tasmania and calls a 
levee en mass (the ‘General 
Movement’) also known 
as the ‘Black Line’ to force 
Aboriginal people off their 
land in Van Diemen’s Land.

1830: George Augustus 
Robinson is appointed 
negotiator with the Aboriginal 
people in Van Diemen’s Land 
and carries out numerous 
discussions for an end to 
conflict in 1830-31 known as 
the ‘friendly mission’.

1832: Aboriginal leaders 
agree to end the war in Van 
Diemen’s Land by walking 
into Port Arthur in January.

1835: By this year, about 200 
Aboriginal people had been 
moved from Van Diemen’s 
Land to the Wybalenna 
settlement on Flinders Island.

1856: Van Diemen’s Land 
is granted self-government 
and its name is changed to 
Tasmania.

Student Resource 
Episode 2

The Australian Wars 
Classroom Ready Episode Guides

The Australian Wars:  
Episode 2
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Questions

The following questions are designed to help you take notes as you watch Episode 2 of 
The Australian Wars and develop your knowledge of the early conflicts on Van Diemen’s 
Land (Tasmania).

1.	 How did British migration to the Australian colonies change in the 1820s,  
and what effects did this have?

2.	 How was the conflict between colonists and Aboriginal people beginning  
to evolve from the 1820s?

3.	 What points are made about the commemoration of conflict in Tasmania?

4.	 How was the massacre at the Gough’s homestead in 1828 reported and why  
was this important? 
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5.	 Describe the policies of Governor George Arthur.

6.	 How did colonialists expand their control over Van Diemen’s Land and disrupt 
Aboriginal peoples’ lives?

7.	 Describe the conflict between settlers and Aboriginal people in  
northwest Tasmania.

8.	 Outline Governor George Arthur’s ‘General Movement’ strategy and its effects.

9.	 What were the main outcomes of the negotiations between the government  
and the Aboriginal people?

Questions
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Source A: An extract from Nick Clements’ chapter ‘Tasmania: This Horrible Havoc 
in Human Life’ in Rachel Perkins, et. al. (eds) The Australian Wars (2025).

‘The mystery of the Tasmanian War is not that the Palawa [Tasmanian 
Aboriginal] lost … Rather, it is that from 1828 to 1830, a couple of hundred 
veteran warriors armed with spears and clubs took 20,000 gun-wielding 
colonists and forced them to pay a terrifying price for what they thought was 
free land.

Leadership was central to the effectiveness of Palawa resistance. Tasmania’s 
best known resistance leaders were Tongerlongeter and Montpelliatta, 
whose Oyster Bay and Big River nations conducted around 80 per cent of 
the attacks on colonists. [Their tactics included] … reconnaissance, decoys, 
sabotage, hit-and-run raids, sieges, simultaneous attacks on multiple targets, 
and various forms of economic warfare, such as the burning of homes and 
crops and the spearing of thousands of sheep and cattle. They and the 
warriors who fought alongside them … had trained for combat from an early 
age. They also had intimate knowledge of the Country and how to use it to 
their advantage. Colonists typically built their huts in valley clearings, which 
allowed Palawa warbands to use the forested escarpments to surround 
these isolated dwellings undetected, launch their assaults, and then swiftly 
disappear back into the hills.’

Nick Clements, ‘Tasmania: This Horrible Havoc in Human Life’ in Perkins, R, 
et. al. (eds) The Australian Wars, Crows Nest: Allen&Unwin, 2025, pp. 74-75

Further activities 

a.	 Describe the conflict between the British colonisers and Aboriginal people in  
Van Diemen’s Land in the early 19th century. In your response, use Source A.

© Culture is Life Limited 28ISBN: 978 1 923626 01 0



This documentary is classified Mature (M) under the Australian classification 
scheme and contains some violent and confronting themes, depictions and 
events. Before showing an episode—or selected excerpts—to students, 
teachers should review their school’s policies and ensure that any necessary 
approvals or permissions have been obtained.
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The Australian Wars:  
Episode 3

Introduction

Episode 3 of The Australian Wars provides a general introduction  
to the conflicts in Queensland up to 1901.

Some Key Terms

Humanitarianism

‘Letters patent’

‘Limits of Location’

Native police

Pastoralists

Reprisal

Self-government

Slave trade

Sqautters

Timeline

1807: Britain abolishes the 
slave trade.

1824: A new colony is 
established at Moreton Bay 
(Brisbane).

1836: The Letters Patent 
presented to the British King 
in February to request the 
establishment of a new colony 
of South Australia.

1835-39: Baron Glenelg’s time 
as the British Secretary of 
State for the Colonies.

1847: ‘Limits of location’ 
formally abolished to open 
up further settlement in the 
colonies.

1848-49: Native police unit 
established in NSW and  
then QLD.

1859: Queensland becomes  
a self-governing colony.

1861: A Select Committee of 
the QLD Legislative Assembly 
investigates the native police.

1861: Massacre of settlers  
at Cullin-la-Ringo in QLD and 
major reprisals.

1885: Gold is discovered 
in the Kimberley region 
of Western Australia 
encouraging a new wave  
of migration and settlement.

1900: Native Mounted Police 
disbanded.
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Questions

The following questions are designed to help you take notes as you watch Episode 3 
of The Australian Wars and develop your knowledge of conflicts in Queensland and 
Western Australia up to 1900.

1.	 How was humanitarianism beginning to influence England and its empire  
in the 19th century?

2.	 Who was Baron Glenelg and what were the ‘Letters Patent’?

3.	 How did settlement expand in the Australian colonies in the 19th century?

4.	 How did the introduction of horses change the dynamics of settlement  
in Australia?
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5.	 What were the native police forces and how did they change the nature  
of conflict in the Australian colonies?

6.	 How was settlement in Queensland evolving in the mid-1800s?

7.	 What did the Queensland inquiries into the native police reveal?

8.	 Outline the story around Horatio Wills and the massacre at Cullin-la-Ringo  
in 1861 and the reprisals that followed.

9.	 What has the research of Dr. Heather Burke and other researchers revealed 
about the native police and the occupation of QLD?

Questions
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10.	What has the research of Professor Lyndall Ryan revealed about massacres  
in Australia?

11.	Why is it difficult to know the details of some massacres and conflicts  
in Australia?

12.	What were some key features of the colonisation of Western Australia?

13.	What are some of the different views about the label ‘warfare’ to the conflicts  
in Australia?

Questions
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Source A: Joshua Creamer outlines the importance of land and Country in the 
conflicts in Queensland during the 19th century.

‘It was central to Aboriginal law and custom that land could not be acquired by 
warfare. There were simply no fights over land [between Aboriginal groups]. And 
when you start to understand that many First Nations groups believe that the spirits 
of their Ancestors rest on their traditional Country, it gives some explanation to the 
practice.

… for the British, land meant status. Land was simply a commodity that could be 
worked, bought and sold as a means to attain wealth … the vast open spaces 
of arable land in Queensland meant untold riches and only the ‘dispersal of the 
blacks’ stood in the way.’

Joshua Creamer, ‘Queensland’ in Perkins, R et. al. (eds) The Australian Wars, 
Crows Nest: Allen&Unwin, 2025, pp. 240-241

Further activities 

a.	 In what ways were the frontier conflicts in Queensland similar and different to those 
in early Sydney?

b.	 Referring to Source A, explain the role of land and Country in the conflicts across 
Australia during the 19th century.
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