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Orientation to this Resource

The resources included in this package are designed to provide some general ideas about 
how teachers might approach the ‘Aboriginal Peoples’ Experiences of Colonisation’ topic 
in Stage 4 of the New South Wales History curriculum published in 2024. They aim to 
help teachers navigate the breadth and complexity of the topic which spans the period 
1788 to 1901 and begin planning specific teaching and learning activities suitable for 
students in Stage 4. The resources require teachers to use their professional judgment 
and knowledge of their school contexts to select and adapt the material as appropriate. 

To complement these sample teaching ideas, episode guides for The Australian Wars are 
also available. These can be used to help teachers prepare to teach this material and also 
in classes where appropriate (see ‘content advisory’ below).

Content Advisory
The documentary series - The Australian Wars - referenced within this resource, is 
classified Mature (M) under the Australian classification scheme and contains some 
violent and confronting themes, depictions and events. Before showing an episode 
- or selected excerpts - to students, teachers should review their school’s policies and 
ensure that any necessary approvals or permissions have been obtained. 
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Foreword
 
 
 

A personal note:

Thank you. For opening this document and for being open to the content of these 
pages. We have created these resources especially for you. 

We hope we have provided the scaffolding, ideas and resources to assist you as you 
begin to explore this epic and fascinating subject with your students. It is our uniquely 
Australian chapter of a global history of colonisation. It is the history that modern 
Australia was founded on. It is our story, and importantly, it is a shared history. I don’t 
care who you are, or where you come from; as an Australian teacher, this is your 
history to teach. 

At the time of writing, my son is attending high school in NSW. Unfortunately, he has 
not learned anything of The Australian Wars, which sit at the heart of colonisation. I 
didn’t learn anything in my formal education either, nor did my parents. But my father 
told me oral histories. He told me how his grandmother survived a massacre, amongst 
other things. He passed onto me these tiny pieces of a much bigger history. This 
history has either been ignored, suppressed or given little value. 

Perhaps like me, you weren’t taught much about it either. That is why we made a TV 
series, a book and now these teaching resources, for you.

Rachel Perkins 
(Director, Presenter, Author - The Australian Wars)

ISBN: 978 1 923626 00 3
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Aboriginal Peoples’ 
Experiences of Colonisation
This sample teaching material has been produced to address the ‘Aboriginal Peoples’ 
Experiences of Colonisation’ topic in Stage 4 of the New South Wales History 
curriculum published in 2024. These materials assume that students will complete 
this topic towards the end of Stage 4 in year eight. The program has been written 
using a variety of resources, including The Australian Wars documentary series, and 
is grounded in contemporary historical research (a selected bibliography is also 
provided). It also highlights opportunities to explore local history relating to key themes 
of the topic and provides some support material for classroom activities.

This program has been co-designed by Culture is Life, Rachel Perkins, and the History 
Teachers Association of NSW; written by Martin Douglas and Jonathon Dallimore; and 
edited with the guidance of Culture is Life and Rachel Perkins.

In this resource, as with many history teaching resources, you will see terminology 
used that may now be considered inappropriate or offensive. In talking about 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories and cultures, we suggest 
referring to your local community in the first instance. As a minimum, it would be 
helpful to use a guide such as the following to assist the development of teaching 
programs and class activities:  
https://www.narragunnawali.org.au/about/terminology-guide

You can also refer to the key considerations in Culture if Life’s ‘Teaching First Nations 
Knowledges and Perspectives Guide’.

Overall Inquiry Questions

•	 What were some of the key features of the colonisation in Australia  
from 1788 to 1901?

•	 How did Aboriginal people experience the colonisation of Australia between  
1788 and 1901?

•	 How has the colonisation of Australia been remembered by different  
groups in Australia?
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General Teaching Plan

Examples of Major Assessment Tasks

This program includes many suggestions for formative assessment across the unit, but it 
is not written for a specific major summative assessment. Instead, it is written in a manner 
that would support a range of major assessments, including the following:

1.	 Extended writing: Explain the variety in Aboriginal peoples’ experiences  
of colonisation in Australia between 1788 and 1901.

	» Should include reference to NSW and at least ONE other colony (e.g. Tasmania, 
Queensland or Western Australia).

	» Must include evidence from at least THREE primary and/or secondary sources.

2.	 Group presentation: To what extent was Aboriginal peoples’ experiences  
of colonisation in your local region similar to experiences across Australia?

Syllabus Area Length Summary

Part 1:  
Introduction and 
Background

1.5 weeks 
(approx.)

This part of the program introduces the topic 
and then addresses the first three content points 
by exploring Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
worldviews, Aboriginal Peoples’ connection to 
Country and a brief overview of the period of 
colonisation in Australia from 1788 – c. 1901.

Part 2:  
Significant 
features

4.5 weeks 
(approx.)

The second part of the program addresses 
major themes, events and issues of the history 
of colonisation in Australia, beginning with the 
arrival of the First Fleet in Sydney and following 
the expansion of the colonies across Australia.

Part 3:  
Legacies

2 weeks 
(approx.)

The final part of the program explores the 
impacts and legacies of colonisation in Australia 
from both shorter- and longer-term perspectives.

ISBN: 978 1 923626 00 3
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Syllabus Area Content Focus Possible Teaching Activities Possible Resources, 
Formative Assessment 
and References

Part 1: 
Introduction 
 

Introduction •	Introductory discussion: 
Present the students with 
an interesting image, 
text or short video that 
raises questions about the 
colonisation of Australia. 
Use this as an opportunity 
to discuss what they already 
know and questions that they 
may have.

•	Outline the nature, aims and 
scope of the unit, including 
major assessments and 
expectations regarding 
student behaviour dealing 
with sensitive and confronting 
history.

•	Students examine an 
overview of the colonisation 
of Australia from 1788-1901 – 
three main periods:

a.	 1788-1830

b.	 1830-1860

c.	 1860-1901

See p. 15: A Periodised 
and Thematic Timeline of 
Selected Events

•	Students are introduced to 
key themes of Aboriginal 
peoples’ experiences of 
colonisation including:

a.	 Country and culture

b.	 Curiosity and 
collaboration

c.	 Resistance, violence and 
warfare

d.	 Religion and missions

e.	 Protection Boards

See p. 14: Key Themes

Other References

Teaching Australian First 
Nations Knowledges and 
Perspectives:  
https://cultureislife.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/10/

Sample Teaching Ideas

ISBN: 978 1 923626 00 3
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Syllabus Area Content Focus Possible Teaching Activities Possible Resources, 
Formative Assessment 
and References

Part 1: 
Background 
and Origins of 
Aboriginal Peoples’ 
Experiences of 
Colonisation in 
Australia 

Differences 
between Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal 
worldviews of 
relationships to 
Country and land, 
including the 
concept of terra 
nullius

•	Overview of Aboriginal vs 
British views of Country and 
land using teacher exposition 
and reading.

•	Students examine 
contemporary perspectives 
on Country by Aboriginal 
people: https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DAGBVE3V4s0

•	Students read about and 
explain the main ideas 
underpinning the concept 
of terra nullius and how this 
influenced the process of 
colonisation in Australia from 
1788.

Opportunities for local history
•	Oral Storytelling Session (if 

available).

Resources
•	The Australian Wars, 

Episode 1 (especially 
the opening scenes: 
worldview collision)

•	AIATSIS Language 
Map: https://www.
youtube.com/
watch?v=DAGBVE3V4s0

•	Welcome to Country - 

•	Connection to Country 
(ABC iview): https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DAGBVE3V4s0 

Other References

State Library NSW Eora: 
Mapping Early Sydney - 
https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/
stories/eora

Bill Gammage, The Biggest 
Estate on Earth: How 
Aborigines Made Australia, 
Crows Nest: Allen&Unwin, 
2012

Mina Murray, ‘Our Story, 
Our Terms’ in Perkins, R 
et. al. The Australian Wars, 
Crows Nest: Allen&Unwin, 
2025, pp. 1-15

‘Terra Nullius’, Rule of 
Law Society: https://www.
ruleoflaw.org.au/education/
australian-colonies/terra-
nullius/

Aboriginal Peoples’ 
Connection 
to Country 
as Context 
for resistance 
throughout British 
colonisation and 
expansion

•	Class revision discussion 
and brainstorm activity: Why 
defend Country? Ensure 
students recall and link key 
ideas such as ancestral, 
spiritual, custodianship and 
identity.

Other References

Bill Gammage, The Biggest 
Estate on Earth (2011)
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Syllabus Area Content Focus Possible Teaching Activities Possible Resources, 
Formative Assessment 
and References

The causes and 
locations of the 
Frontier Wars

•	Introduction to the Frontier 
Wars with teacher exposition 
and reading.

•	Students complete a cause 
and effect chart to explain 
why Frontier Wars took 
place focusing on key 
concepts such as settlement, 
dispossession, resistance 
and conflict.

Opportunities for extension

•	Group Research Project: 
Each group researches the 
role of frontier violence in the 
settlement of an Australian 
colony.

•	Multimodal Storytelling 
Project: Students choose 
a format – podcast, digital 
timeline, short video, visual 
map.

Colonial Frontier Massacres 
in Australia, 1788-1930: 
https://c21ch.newcastle.
edu.au/colonialmassacres/

Opportunities for local history

•	Local Research: Use digitised 
records, LALC contacts, 
museums or oral accounts to 
investigate a local event.

Other References

Frontier Wars (SBS 
The Feed): https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=qzae5dqfOnE

•	Community Storytelling: 
Invite an Elder or local 
community member (or use 
digital story) to share family 
memory or oral history. See 
example guidelines: https://
educationstandards.nsw.edu.
au/wps/portal/nesa/k-10/
diversity-in-learning/
aboriginal-education/
aboriginal-and-torres-strait-
islander-principles-and-
protocols 

•	Reflective Response: What 
can we learn about the 
national story of colonisation 
by studying local history?

Lyndall Ryan, Colonial 
Frontier Massacres 
Database: https://c21ch.
newcastle.edu.au/
colonialmassacres/map.
php 

Henry Reynolds, The Other 
Side of the Frontier (1981)

Henry Reynolds, ‘Overview’ 
in Perkins, R et. al. The 
Australian Wars, Crows 
Nest: Allen&Unwin, 2025, 
pp. 19-28
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Syllabus Area Content Focus Possible Teaching Activities Possible Resources, 
Formative Assessment 
and References

Part 2: 
Significant groups, 
individuals, 
ideas, beliefs, 
practices and 
events relating to 
Aboriginal Peoples’ 
experiences of 
colonisation in 
Australia

Significant 
conflicts during 
initial contact: 
Sydney Cove and 
surrounds

•	Timeline: Build a chronology 
of key events surrounding 
the initial British settlement at 
Sydney, including 26 January, 
spearing of Governor 
Phillip, outbreak of disease, 
kidnapping of Bennelong and 
more.

•	Viewing: The Australian  
Wars Episode 1 (see 
appendix for support material 
for Episode 1) (Rated M, may 
require approval).

•	The Australian Wars, 
Episode 1 

Other References

Grace Karskens, The 
Colony, (2009)

Stephen Gapps, The 
Sydney Wars, (2018)

Grace Karskens, People of 
the River, (2020)

Rhonda Dixon Grovenor, 
‘Chapter 2: Introduction’ & 
Stephen Gapps, ‘Chapter 
2: Those Who Carry Guns’ 
in Perkins, R et. al. The 
Australian Wars, Crows 
Nest: Allen&Unwin, 2025, 
pp. 37-51

Opportunities for extension
•	Students examine primary 

sources describing events 
around Sydney Cove in 
1788-89. These could include 
accounts of violence at La 
Perouse, Woolloomooloo, 
Rushcutters Bay, Blackwattle 
Bay and early paintings of 
Sydney.

Escalating 
tensions, 
resistance, 
conflicts and 
significance 
of Aboriginal 
identities involved

•	Introduce the key ideas 
relating to the escalation 
of conflict through teacher 
exposition and reading.

•	Causation mind-map: What 
factors explain the escalation 
in violence in New South 
Wales after 1788? Themes 
could include:

	» Expansion of the colony 
(intended and unintended)

	» Increase in reciprocal 
violence

	» Expansion of the pastoral 
industry

	» Arrival of new weapons 
and horses

•	The Australian Wars, 
Episode 1

ISBN: 978 1 923626 00 3
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Syllabus Area Content Focus Possible Teaching Activities Possible Resources, 
Formative Assessment 
and References

•	Whole class examines 
one key identity (such as 
Pemulwuy) together. They 
explore the individual’s 
biographical details, their role 
in resistance and warfare and 
primary source accounts of 
their activity.

•	Using the first identity 
as a model, students 
then complete a small 
personality profile research 
task individually or in small 
groups. Identities could 
include Pemulwuy, Musquito, 
Windradyne, Patyegarang, 
Truganini, Yarri, Galmarra 
(Jackey Jackey), Yuranigh, 
Myles and Mullaboy.

Opportunities for local history
•	Students may be able to 

research an individual from 
their local area.

Other References

Henry Reynolds, Forgotten 
War (2013)

Reynolds, Clements, 
Tongerlongeter: First 
Nations Leader and 
Tasmanian War Hero, (2021)

Gapps, Gudyarra: The 
First Wiradyuri War of 
Resistance — The Bathurst 
War, 1822–1824, 2021

Rhonda Dixon Grovenor, 
‘Chapter 2: Introduction’ & 
Stephen Gapps, ‘Chapter 
2: Those Who Carry Guns’ 
in Perkins, R et. al. The 
Australian Wars, Crows 
Nest: Allen&Unwin, 2025, 
pp. 37-51

Reasons for the 
expansion into 
Tasmania, the 
causes of the 
Risdon Cove 
conflict and the 
Black War

•	Viewing: The Australian Wars 
Episode 2 (see appendix  
for support material for 
Episode 2)

•	Source Study: Risdon Cove 
massacre.

•	Written response: To what 
extent was the British 
settlement of Van Diemen’s 
Land different to the area 
around Sydney?

Resources

The Australian Wars, 
Episode 2

Nicholas Clements, ‘The 
Tongerlongeter Story’: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=C3e2egz-T2o 

Palawa Place Names 
Map: https://tacinc.com.
au/pulingina-to-lutruwita-
place-names-map/ 

Other References

Greg Lehman, ‘Chapter 
3. Tasmania, introduction’ 
in Perkins, R et. al. The 
Australian Wars, Crows 
Nest: Allen&Unwin, 2025, 
pp. 59-66
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Syllabus Area Content Focus Possible Teaching Activities Possible Resources, 
Formative Assessment 
and References

Nicholas Clements, ‘This 
Horrible Havoc in Human 
Life’ in Perkins, R et. al. 
The Australian Wars, Crows 
Nest: Allen&Unwin, 2025, 
pp. 69-81

Lyndall Ryan, The 
Aboriginal Tasmanians, 
(1996)

Nicholas Clements, The 
Black War, (2014)

The Myall Creek 
Massacre and 
another conflict in 
at least ONE other 
region or colony

•	Students develop an 
overview of the events 
surrounding the Myall Creek 
Massacre using chronology 
and secondary source 
accounts. 

•	Significance and 
perspectives: Students 
explore different perspectives 
regarding the historical 
significance of the Myall 
Creek Massacre.

Extension possibilities
•	Primary source analysis of 

aspects of the Myall Creek 
massacre: trial records, 
media coverage, survivor 
testimonies. 

•	Comparative Study: Students 
compare Myall Creek with 
one other massacre, such as 
Appin Massacre (NSW).

•	Significance: How has the 
Myall Creek Massacre been 
commemorated in Australia?

	» Historic sites (e.g. Myall 
Creek)

	» Anniversaries

Resources

The Australian Wars, 
Episode 3

NMA Defining Moments: 
The Myall Creek Massacre: 
https://www.nma.gov.
au/defining-moments/
resources/myall-creek-
massacre 

‘Reconciling Murder: The 
Myall Creek Massacre’: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-kBtlqpRceU

SBS: The Feed - 
Reconciling Murder - 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-kBtlqpRceU&pp
=ygULTXlhbGwgQ3JlZWs
%3D

Other References

Lyndall Ryan, Colonial 
Frontier Massacres 
Database

Native Mounted Police: 
https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=5AIqN_-
1Dpk&t=2s 
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https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/resources/myall-creek-massacre
https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/resources/myall-creek-massacre
https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/resources/myall-creek-massacre
https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/resources/myall-creek-massacre
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-kBtlqpRceU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-kBtlqpRceU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-kBtlqpRceU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-kBtlqpRceU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-kBtlqpRceU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-kBtlqpRceU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5AIqN_-1Dpk&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5AIqN_-1Dpk&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5AIqN_-1Dpk&t=2s


© Culture is Life Limited

Aboriginal Peoples’ Experiences of Colonisation 
Sample Teaching Resources

11

Syllabus Area Content Focus Possible Teaching Activities Possible Resources, 
Formative Assessment 
and References

SBS: The Feed - 
Reconciling Murder - 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-kBtlqpRceU&pp
=ygULTXlhbGwgQ3JlZWs
%3D

Jane Lydon and Lyndall 
Ryan (eds), Remembering 
the Myall Creek Massacre, 
2018

Mark Tedeschi, Murder at 
Myall Creek, Simon and 
Schuster, 2017

QLD Mounted Police 
(Lynley Wallis): https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=l1z-_ZoKmzw

The role of 
religious 
organisations 
during the period 
of colonisation

•	Viewing and note-taking 
to gain an overview of 
missions in Australian 
colonies and their impact 
on Aboriginal people. An 
example could include: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=lvcXlc3iX30 

•	Whole class examines one 
mission. They explore the 
overall story of the mission, 
its leaders, common activities 
and experiences and 
perspectives. These could 
include early missions such 
as:

	» Reid’s Mistake (near 
Newcastle), established 
in 1826 by Lancelot 
Threlkeld.

	» Wellington Mission, 
established in 1832.

	» Buntingdale Mission near 
Port Phillip, established in 
1836.

Resources

Australian Museum: 
Missions, Reserves and 
Stations: https://australian.
museum/learn/first-nations/
unsettled/surviving-
genocide/missions-
reserves-stations/ 

Stories of Our Town 
(Newcastle) – Biraban 
and Threlkeld: Finding 
the Third Space: https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=GTPjS-
dOKgg&t=2s 

Lake Tyers Mission (1861): 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Azm-x5T12Ck 

Other References

Bain Attwood, Rights for 
Aborigines (2003)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1z-_ZoKmzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1z-_ZoKmzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvcXlc3iX30
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvcXlc3iX30
https://australian.museum/learn/first-nations/unsettled/surviving-genocide/missions-reserves-stations/
https://australian.museum/learn/first-nations/unsettled/surviving-genocide/missions-reserves-stations/
https://australian.museum/learn/first-nations/unsettled/surviving-genocide/missions-reserves-stations/
https://australian.museum/learn/first-nations/unsettled/surviving-genocide/missions-reserves-stations/
https://australian.museum/learn/first-nations/unsettled/surviving-genocide/missions-reserves-stations/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GTPjS-dOKgg&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GTPjS-dOKgg&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GTPjS-dOKgg&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GTPjS-dOKgg&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Azm-x5T12Ck
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Azm-x5T12Ck
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and References

	» Stradbroke Island Catholic 
Mission, established in 
1843.

Extension opportunities
•	Mini Research Task: Students 

research a different mission 
and compare and contrast its 
history and the experiences 
of Aboriginal people.

John Harris, One Blood: 
Two hundred years of 
Aboriginal encounter with 
Christianity, (1994)

Regina Ganter, The Contest 
for Aboriginal Souls: 
European Missionary 
Agendas in Australia, (2018)

The establishment 
and role of 
the Aborigines 
Protection Board 
(APB) in NSW 
(1883 - c. 1901)

•	Students develop 
an overview of the 
events surrounding the 
establishment of the 
Aborigines Protection Board 
in NSW through teacher 
exposition and reading.

•	Hexagon Summary: 
Policies leading to the 1883 
Protection Board.

•	Students use readings and 
primary sources to collate 
an overview of common 
experiences with the 
Aboriginal Protection Board 
in NSW focusing on the 
period 1883-1901. This may 
include close examination of 
specific individual stories.

Extension opportunities
•	Source study: Extracts 

from APB reports from the 
1880s-1890s.

Resources

The NSW State Archives 
APB Files: https://aiatsis.
gov.au/collection/featured-
collections/remove-and-
protect

Other References

Richard Egan, Power and 
Dysfunction: The New 
South Wales Board for the 
Protection of Aborigines, 
1883-1940, 2021

ISBN: 978 1 923626 00 3

https://aiatsis.gov.au/collection/featured-collections/remove-and-protect
https://aiatsis.gov.au/collection/featured-collections/remove-and-protect
https://aiatsis.gov.au/collection/featured-collections/remove-and-protect
https://aiatsis.gov.au/collection/featured-collections/remove-and-protect
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Part 3: 
Impact and 
legacies relating to 
Aboriginal Peoples’ 
experiences of 
colonisation in 
Australia to c. 1901

The impact of 
colonisation 
on Aboriginal 
Peoples, including 
women and 
their continued 
resistance

•	Consolidation and review: 
Students create mind-map 
revising the experiences of 
Aboriginal people relating to 
the key themes introduced 
during the first week and 
explored throughout the 
unit. The mind-map should 
also specifically highlight the 
experience of women during 
the period 1788-1901.

Impact of 
missions, reserves 
and stations 
on Aboriginal 
Peoples’ lives

•	See row above.

•	This may be an opportunity 
to include more individual 
perspectives relating to 
missions, reserves and 
stations.

Resources

Lake Tyers Mission (1861): 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Azm-x5T12Ck 

Perspectives of 
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples 
on historical terms 
such as ‘invasion’, 
‘colonisation’ and 
‘settlement’

•	Language Analysis: Class 
explores definitions for each 
term.

	» How does the meaning of 
each change in different 
contexts?

	» Which terms do Aboriginal 
communities use today? 
Why?

	» Which terms are commonly 
used in Australia? Why?

•	Explore the concept of 
contestability to help 
students develop and 
exchange reasoned and 
respectful arguments.

Other References

W.E.H Stanner, After The 
Dreaming: The 1968 Boyer 
Lectures (1968).

Henry Reynolds, Truth-
Telling: History, sovereignty 
and the Uluru Statement 
(2021).

Anna Clark, The 
Conversation, Friday Essay: 
The ‘Great Australian 
Silence’ 50 Years On, (2018) 
- https://theconversation.
com/friday-essay-the-
great-australian-silence-50-
years-on-100737 

Peter Kilroy, ‘Discovery, 
settlement or invasion? 
The power of language 
in Australia’s historical 
narrative’, The 
Conversation, 2016: https://
theconversation.com/
discovery-settlement-or-
invasion-the-power-of-
language-in-australias-
historical-narrative-57097

ISBN: 978 1 923626 00 3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Azm-x5T12Ck
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Azm-x5T12Ck
https://theconversation.com/friday-essay-the-great-australian-silence-50-years-on-100737
https://theconversation.com/friday-essay-the-great-australian-silence-50-years-on-100737
https://theconversation.com/friday-essay-the-great-australian-silence-50-years-on-100737
https://theconversation.com/friday-essay-the-great-australian-silence-50-years-on-100737
https://theconversation.com/discovery-settlement-or-invasion-the-power-of-language-in-australias-historical-narrative-57097
https://theconversation.com/discovery-settlement-or-invasion-the-power-of-language-in-australias-historical-narrative-57097
https://theconversation.com/discovery-settlement-or-invasion-the-power-of-language-in-australias-historical-narrative-57097
https://theconversation.com/discovery-settlement-or-invasion-the-power-of-language-in-australias-historical-narrative-57097
https://theconversation.com/discovery-settlement-or-invasion-the-power-of-language-in-australias-historical-narrative-57097
https://theconversation.com/discovery-settlement-or-invasion-the-power-of-language-in-australias-historical-narrative-57097
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Aboriginal  
Protection Boards

These agencies were established first in 
Victoria in the 1860s (and abolished in 1957) 

followed by NSW in 1883 (and abolished 
in 1940) and then other states. Over time, 
these boards developed sweeping powers 
to regulate the lives of Aboriginal people in 
the colonies including setting rules around 

marriage, employment, residence, migration 
and parenting. Under these powers, 

Aboriginal children could also be  
removed from families.

Country and culture
“Country” from an Aboriginal perspective, is 

a living entity, signifying a deeply spiritual and 
ancestral connection to the land, waterways, 

and skies. It is a place where ancestors remain 
and where cultural stories, practices and 

custodial responsibility lies. Country, culture 
and identity are intimately linked for Aboriginal 

people. Europeans arrived on Aboriginal 
peoples’ country and expanded further into 

these areas across the 19th century. Aboriginal 
people defended their country and by doing 

this defended their culture and identity. Country 
and culture continued the play a central role in 

Aboriginal peoples’ lives from 1788 to 1901 and 
continues to do so to this day.

Curiosity and  
collaboration

Many early encounters between 
Aboriginal people and Europeans 

demonstrated curiosity on both sides. 
Particularly before news of violence 

travelled, many Aboriginal people and 
settlers took a clear interest in each 
others’ cultures. Over time this did 

become more difficult, but Aboriginal 
people and settlers continued to 

find ways of genuinely cooperating 
throughout all stages of the period 

between 1788 and 1901.

Religion and missions
Most Europeans who colonised 

Australia were influenced by a Christian 
worldview which shaped attitudes 

and decisions in complex ways. Over 
time, colonisers established missions 
which evolved over the 19th and 20th 

centuries. Aboriginal people responded 
to missions in many different ways 

including apathy, curiosity, cooperation 
and resistance. For some Aboriginal 

people, missions had a profound  
effect on their lives.

Resistance,  
violence and war

Careful research by historians over  
many years has demonstrated that  
the colonisation of Australia was an 

extremely violent process. This violence 
came in many forms and fluctuated in 
intensity depending on the time period  

and geographic region, but it was a 
generally consistent feature of colonial 

expansion across Australia. This  
included murder, war, massacres,  

sexual violence and more.

Aboriginal Peoples’ 
Experiences of 
Colonisation in  
Australia:  
1788 – c. 1901 
Key Themes

1

2

3

4

5

ISBN: 978 1 923626 00 3



Politics, Government and Society

	» The First Fleet arrives in 1788.
	» Introduction of diseases that spread 

rapidly and decimate some Aboriginal 
communities (diseases then continue to 
threaten Aboriginal populations at different 
times and places as settlement spreads).

	» A new colony is established in Van 
Diemen’s Land (Tasmania) in 1803.

	» Explorers cross the Blue Mountains in 
1813 and a settlement is established at 
Bathurst in Wiradjuri lands.

	» During the 1820s the expansion of 
pastoralists and squatters into central  
and northern NSW expands rapidly.

	» A colony at Moreton Bay (Brisbane)  
is established 1824.

	» Western Australia is annexed in 1829.

Politics, Government and Society

	» During the 1830s the Australian wool 
industry expands rapidly and generates 
major wealth for the NSW colony.

	» South Australia is established in 1836.
	» ‘Limits of location’ are formally abolished 

to allow further settlement in the Australian 
colonies.

	» Convict transportation to NSW is ended in 
1840 followed by Tasmania in 1853.

	» The colony of Victoria is created out of NSW  
in 1851 followed by Queensland in 1859.

	» In 1856 NSW, Victoria and Tasmania are 
granted self-government by the British 
crown and QLD in 1859.

	» Gold is discovered in Victoria in 1850 
followed by NSW in 1851 drawing new 
waves of migration to the colonies and an 
expansion of wealth.

Politics, Government and Society

	» By 1860 the settler population in the 
colonies reaches just over one million but 
is spread unevenly across the continent 
(e.g. at that time there were only about 
30,000 settlers in the region now known as 
Queensland).

	» Pastoral industry remains crucial to the 
economy making up as much as 90 
percent of the total exports from the 
colonies.

	» Settlers in QLD establish a new town at 
Bowen in 1861 beginning a new wave of 
internal migration into the QLD interior.

	» Darwin is founded in 1861 and Broome  
in 1881.

	» Federation of Australia takes place in 1901.

Conflict and Warfare

	» John Macintyre killed by Aboriginal warriors 
leading to a General Order from Governor 
Phillip to kill 10 Aboriginal men (1790)

	» Pemulwuy’s resistance in NSW (1790-1802).
	» Battle of Parramatta (1797).
	» Risdon Cove massacre in Tasmania (1804).
	» Clash at Twofold Bay at Eden (1806).
	» Governor Macquarie’s military campaign that 

ends the Sydney Wars in the Appin Massacre 
of 1816.

	» Bathurst War (First Wiradjuri War) including 
Governor Brisbane’s declaration of Martial 
Law in 1824 (1822-24).

	» The Tasmanian Wars (1824-32) including  
a period of Martial Law (1828-32)

Conflict and Warfare

	» Pinjarra massacre in WA (1834).
	» Battle at Broken River  

VIC (1838).
	» Myall Creek Massacre in  

NSW (1838).
	» Second Wiradjuri War, 

Murrumbidgee River NSW 
(1839-1841).

	» Battle of Meewah (One Tree 
Hill) in QLD (1843) .

	» Warrigal Creek massacre in 
Victoria (1843).

	» NSW Native Police founded in 
1848 and then in QLD in 1849.

	» East Ballina massacre (1854).

Conflict and Warfare

	» Giggabarah massacre in QLD (1842).
	» Paddy Island massacre in QLD (1850).
	» Hornet Bank massacre and retaliation 

in QLD (1857-58).
	» Cullin-la-Ringo massacre and 

retaliation in QLD (1861).
	» Ewamiam frontier wars in north-

western QLD (1863-98).
	» Battle of Battle Mountain QLD (1884).
	» The Leap massacre in QLD (1867).
	» Barrow Creek massacre in NT – then 

part of SA (1874).
	» The ‘Killing Times’ in the east 

Kimberley region of WA (1890-1926).

Missions and Protection

	» The Native Institution 
established by Governor 
Macquarie at Parramatta  
in 1814.

	» First formal mission 
established near 
Newcastle in 1826 by 
Lancelot Threlkeld (closed 
in 1841).

Missions and Protection

	» Wellington Mission established in NSW 
in 1832 (closed in 1843).

	» George Augustus Robinson conducts a 
‘Friendly Mission’ in Van Diemen’s Land 
to negotiate an end to conflict there in 
1830-31.

	» Wybalenna Aboriginal Establishment 
is founded on Flinders Island near 
Tasmania (1834).

	» Influenced by humanitarian movements 
in Britain, a number of Protectors of 
Aborigines are established beginning in 
South Australia in 1836.

	» First Roman Catholic Mission 
established on Stradbroke Island in 
1843 (closed in 1847).

	» Buntingdale Mission established in 
Port Phillip in 1836 by Francis Tuckfield 
(closed in 1848).

Missions and Protection

	» Bethesda Mission created in 
QLD in 1866 (closed in 1881).

	» Board for the Protection of 
Aborigines established in 
Victoria (1869).

	» Warangesda Mission 
established in NSW (1880).

	» Cummeragunja Mission 
established in NSW (1888).

	» Aborigines Protection Board 
established in NSW (1883) 
with the Chief Inspector of 
Police, Edmund Fosbery,  
as the first Chairman.

	» Wallaga Lake Mission 
established in NSW (1891).

Phase 2: 1830-1860

Phase 3: 1860-1901

Phase 1: 1788-1830

Aboriginal Peoples’ Experiences of Colonisation:  
A Periodised and Thematic Timeline of Selected Events

Based generally on Henry Reynolds’ 
periodisation in Perkins, R et. al. (eds) The 
Australian Wars, Crows Nest: Allen&Unwin, 2025

Student Resource
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